Introduction to ClassWish.org

Many religious congregations admirably support education and schools, but it is often difficult for members to know exactly what is needed and how they can help.  ClassWish.org, an exciting new nonprofit, makes it easy and efficient.
How It Works
ClassWish.org unites teachers, parents, local businesses and religious congregations to generate funding for much-needed school and classroom supplies and equipment:

· Teachers, administrators and PTA / PTO leaders visit ClassWish.org to create Wish Lists of the items they need, as easily as shopping online

· Visitors see exactly what is needed and how their tax-deductible contribution can help their favorite school (which may be the congregation’s school, a low-income school or their own child’s school)
· Donations are tax-deductible, and ClassWish provides a receipt

· Many companies match employees’ donations, and that can double their funding
· ClassWish has the items shipped directly to the schools

The result? Teachers and schools get the support they need. Parents and communities are engaged in supporting schools and funding the things they care most about. And everyone is united in helping our children perform at their best.
Engaging Religious Congregations

It takes just a few minutes for religious congregations (and companies, civic organizations and nonprofits) to create a profile page showing their commitment to education and the schools and teachers they support.  (Just click ‘Groups’ from the main menu).  They can then invite members and employees to connect to the group and lend their support.
People

Our approach has attracted and benefitted from an outstanding Board of Advisors, which includes such education and business leaders as:

· Nicole Baker, National Director of Faith Community Relations, Teach For America

· Betsy Brand, Director, American Youth Policy Forum

· Laurie Coots, CMO, TBWA

· Scott Cutler, EVP, NYSE-Euronext

· Jory des Jardins, co-founder, Blogher
· Mark Linaugh, Chief Talent Officer, WPP
· Nancy Pelz-Paget, Director, Education and Society Program, Aspen Institute

· Delia Pompa, VP of Education, National Council of La Raza

· Sharon Robinson, CEO, American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education

· Esther Wojcicki, Google Education, Creative Commons Board

Additional Funding Sources

ClassWish provides additional ways to support schools.  For instance, eBay sellers can dedicate 10-100% of their sales proceeds to support the school or classroom of their choice.  Our workplace giving program helps classrooms earn support in the same easy and tax-efficient way that the United Way attracts nearly $5 billion a year.  Soon, visitors will even be able to earn support for their favorite classrooms and schools when they play casual games, such as solitaire, online.
Getting the Word Out 
We hope to see your religious congregation and members on ClassWish soon.  As a young nonprofit, we don’t have millions of dollars for advertising, so we hope you will help us spread the word of this opportunity.  Thank you very much for your time and consideration!

Very best wishes,

Robert Tolmach

rtolmach@ClassWish.org
